Introduction
The Western and Central Pacific Ocean (WCPO) stretches approximately 6,000 nautical miles across numerous jurisdictions, from the archipelagos of Southeast Asia to the remote atolls of Kiribati in the Central Pacific. This vast ocean is home to the world's most productive tuna fisheries, supplying global markets with skipjack, bigeye, yellowfin and albacore worth approximately US$5.5 billion.3 These fisheries are critically different from other tuna fisheries in that 87 per cent of all reported WCPO tuna catches are harvested from waters under national jurisdiction.4 Unlike the high seas tuna fisheries of the Eastern Pacific, Indian Ocean and North Atlantic, the WCPO tuna fisheries are predominantly owned by a small group of developing coastal States.
In (WCPFC) . In order to fulfil their mandate and ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable use of the WCPO tropical tuna fisheries, the members of the WCPFC must cooperate to reduce overfishing in complex fisheries that catch multiple species, utilise multiple gears and occur in multiple jurisdictions. In pursuit of this goal, the WCPFC adopted conservation and management measures in 2005, 2006, 2008 and 2012 to halt overfishing of bigeye and yellowfin. This paper examines these developments, their efficacy, and the key challenges facing the WCPFC in fulfilling its conservation and management responsibilities.
Western and Central Pacific Ocean Tropical Tuna Fisheries
Catches in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean tropical tuna fisheries have increased since the WCPFC's founding Convention was adopted in 2000,7 with record catches for each of the tropical tuna species in recent years. For the purposes of this chapter, the WCPO tropical tuna fisheries are defined as all fisheries in the WCPO that catch skipjack (Katsuwonus pelamis), bigeye (Thunnus obesus) or yellowfin (Thunnus albacares), regardless of whether the species is targeted or taken incidentally.
Three types of fisheries are primarily responsible for most of the commercial catches of WCPO tuna. Purse seine is by far the most significant, catching
